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1. Executive Summary

The Certificate Course on Heritage 
Management (CCNHM) was 
organized in WII-C2C from 19th 
February to 15th March 2023 for 
International Participants sponsored by 
the Ministry of External Affairs – Indian 
Technical & Economic Cooperation 
(MEA-ITEC) Programme. In a first of its 
kind international course, the 12 
participants of 8 countries (Costa 
Rica, Bulgaria, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Madagascar, Sri Lanka and Mongolia) 
from 4 continents were taught principles 
and theory of heritage along with the 
ability to incorporate the same into their 
official roles and responsibilities. The 
course drew on Wildlife Institute of 
India’s (WII’s) expertise in the field of 
wildlife conservation and natural heritage 
management in addition to the global 
diversity of officer trainees to boost cross-
learning.
Through this 4-week course, the trainees 
were equipped with critical skills on 
themes like Concepts and Conventions, 
Heritage Management, and Heritage 
Interpretation. Classroom topics covered

Included Heritage Values – From Personal 
to Outstanding Universal Value; Nature-
Culture Linkages and Sustainable 
Development; Managing Mountain World 
Heritage Sites; Human Dimensions of 
Natural Heritage Management; Visual 
Communication and Heritage and 
Interpretation Principles and Planning 
among others. Practical aspects of 
heritage management were also addressed 
through multiple field day trips (Wadia 
Institute, FRI and Rajaji National Park) 
and a 5-day field trip which included 
visits to the Indian Institute of Heritage, 
Archaeological Survey of India and 5 
World Heritage Sites based in Bharatpur, 
Delhi and Agra. This international course 
provided ample proof that across the 
world, the challenge of sustainably 
balancing heritage promotion and 
protection remains and reinforced the 
need for focused study of nature-culture 
links, besides illustrating how natural 
heritage provides invaluable opportunities 
for interdisciplinary and cross disciplinary 
learning on site, in effect acting as a living 
classroom. 
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2. About CCNHM
A 4-week residential Certificate 
Course in Natural Heritage 
Management (CCNHM) from 19th 
February to 15th March, 2024 designed 
to:     
1. Address the growing need for 
professionals trained in heritage 
conservation and management from 
across domains and geographies

2. Equip trainees with heritage concepts,

theories and practices with a focus on 
natural heritage drawing on the 
expertise of the Wildlife Institute of 
India and the WII-Category 2 Centre

3. Orient participants toward practical 
management and effective 
interpretation of heritage, particularly 
World Heritage, through a mix of 
presentations, group work, case-studies 
and field visits
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3. Theme 1 – Concepts & Conventions
Understand the principles, 
philosophies and history of the 
heritage conservation movement 

including:         
1. Heritage Values – From Personal to 
Outstanding Universal Value

2. Global Context of the Heritage 
Movement      

3. The multiple International 
Conservation Designations   

4. Nature-Culture Linkages and 
Sustainable Development
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4. Theme 2 – Heritage Management
Acquire knowledge of heritage 
management methods and understand 
it through case studies such as:   

    
1. Managing Mountain World Heritage 
Sites

2. Principles and Practices of PA & 
Wildlife Management
3. Human Dimensions of Natural 

Heritage Management    
4. Monitoring World Heritage Sites 
through Geospatial Techniques
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5. Theme 3 – Heritage Interpretation
Convey information for impact through 
techniques of heritage 
interpretation  and  community 
outreach through innovative methods and 

novel subjects like:     
1. Interpretation Principles and Planning

2.  Heritage as an Economic & Social 
Asset        

3.  Visual Communication and Heritage
4.  Cultural Heritage and Impact 
Assessment



6. Exploring Local Heritage
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Course participants sampled the span 
of cultural and natural local 
heritage, in the process extending 

learnings beyond classrooms:   
1. Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, 
Dehradun

2.  Museums of Forest Research 
Institute, Dehradun      

3.  Mussoorie Heritage Visit along 
Camel’s Back Road    

4.  Rajaji National Park - Mohand



7. World Heritage Sites Visit
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On a 5-day field trip, course participants 
experienced the grandeur of 5 Indian 
World Heritage Sites and understood 
the systems that help preserve them:

        
1. Keoladeo National Park in Bharatpur

2.  Red Fort and Qutub Minar in Delhi
3.  Fatehpur Sikri and Taj Mahal in Agra
4.  Indian Institute of Heritage (formerly 
National Museum Institute) and the 
Archaeological Survey of India Delhi HQ



8. Learning by Sharing
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Throughout the course, the participants 
were given opportunities to present 
on their own country while learning 
of the heritage of the other countries:

        
1. Country Presentations by Participants

2.  Site Nomination documents 
submitted by Participants    

3.  Team-based activities on 
Interpretation and Visual Design   

4.  Field Tour Reflections based on their 
individual observations during their visit 
to Delhi-Bharatpur-Agra



9. Shared Values
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This course offered insights into 
heritage management not only for the 
participants but in interaction with them 
to the organizers too:     

   
1. Heritage is a common link positively 
boosting national identity and 

international community    
2. Heritage provides invaluable 
opportunities for interdisciplinary and

cross disciplinary learning on site, in 
effect acting as a living classroom 
3. Across the world, the challenge of 
sustainably balancing heritage promotion 
and protection remains and nature-

culture links need focused study   
4.  Heritage research serves the dual 
purpose of identifying worldwide 
significance as well deeper understanding 
of local associations
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Annex 1 – Week 1 & 2  Timetable
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Annex 2 – Week 3 & 4  Timetable
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